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- more important. With our focus on protecting the most valuable areas, we plan to
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if managed responsibly, supplies us with timber. It is our task as forestersto
mhmemﬂmﬁmﬂmunnm roles. We look mmlhﬂumnlh:llulh
dimensions: natural, social and economic. Sustainable forest management, which
has been practised in Poland for many years, has made it possibie to satisfy
public needs in a way that is safe for the forests.

However, our organisation now faces hewﬂl:ﬂenges.m peuﬂe‘sarpa:tm
of the State Forests rise, our capacity to act transparently is becoming more and

increase the area of forest where commercial activily is either absent or limited.
What is more, we intend to introduce new forms of nature conservation. in all of
these activities, we hope to involve the broadest possible cross-section of society
to help us manage and care for our shared national resource.

The State Forests is self-financing, meaning that all our costs are covered from

our own revenues, which mainly derive from the sale of timber. The countless other
initiatives financed by the State Forests include protecting the forests against fires,
removing the effects of natural disasters, building tourist facilities, nature conserva-
tion and forest education. These initiatives contribute to the state budget through
taxation, support scientific research, help fund national parks, and finance the
building, repair and maintenance of local roads.

The 100th anniversary of the State Forests offers the perfect opportunity to present
the hard data concerning our activities. This is the aim of the publication we now
commend to our readers.



About us

Compared with Europe

The State Forests National Forest Holding is the largest organisation in the European Union administering
state-owned forests. What sets us apart from MEmupem countries is our abundant growing stock
This ratio specifies the quantity of timber (in cubic metres) per hectare. What this means that there

is a lot of timber in Poland's state forests.
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Source: State of Europe's Forests 2020



The Forests in numbers

Who owns the forests in Poland?

The vast majonty of forests in Poland are publicly owned. Thay are managed by, among others, national parks
and municipaliies; the largest area of forest is managed by the State Forests. Entry to all the forests managed
by these organisations 15 free.

OWNERSHIP OF FORESTS PROPORTION OF PRIVATE FORESTS
IN POLAND BY REGION
18.1% 76.9%

private individuals under State Forests
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Total forest area managed
by the State Foresis

A well-established () omecronmrecenean
- [ - st
organisational structure =

The State Forests operates according to a proven, three-tier REGIONAL DIRECTORATES
structure. The basic management units are the Forest Districts, OF THE STATE FORESTS
which are subordinate to the Regional Directorates. As a whole, v OF NA n 5
the State Forests is run by the director general with the aid of EOREST DISTRICTS 7
an office: the Directorate-General. The State Forests is supear- 429
visad by the Minister of Climate and Environment, who also
. ] ] DEPARTMENTS
appoints the director general. Other departments support this OF REGIONAL REACH
three-tiered organisational structure. 16

Source: Report on the Condition of Polish Forests, 2022



In good hands

Thriving forests

Contrary to popular opinion, the forests in Poland are flourishing. Mot only is their area increasing, but also the
volume of the timber accumulated in them. The productive potential of Polish forests is therefore also increasing.

GROWING STOCK STATE FOREST AREA
IN STATE FORESTS {million ha)
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Since the end of World War ll,
2.8 million ha of forest
has bean added in Poland.

23.4%
Marowieckis

2%
Lodzkie 23.5% 29.7%
2022

There is 0.25 ha of forest
f per capita.

Sources; Reports on the Condition of Polish Forests, Forestry Statistics 19972007



The Forests in numbers

The kingdom of the pine

In Poland, the lowiands are siill dominated by single-species stands of pine, while spruce forests are prevalent
across most of the mountainous termain. The predominance of the pine is not, however, due to the nead to

produce fimber quickly, but is rather the result of natural conditions, including soil type. The more fertile land is
wused for agricufture, while the wealker soils — usually unsuitad to agricuitural produdtion — tend to be forested.

approx. 2.5 m
growth

approd. L3 m
+ 25 cm

1year 5 years 40 years

Forests of all
ownership types

More deciduous trees

A major change is underway in the forests to make them
more resilient to dimate change. A stable and sustainable
forest needs to consist of trees of a vanely of species and
ages that are suited to the habitat. Thanks to the work of
foresiors, the proportion of deciduous trees in Poland has
% i s i 045 xar

Sowmres RBeport on the Condifion of Polish Forests, 3002 Trees of Poland (PWH)



In good hands

New forests o

DO WE GROW?
Foresters take care to ensure that there are as many forests as possible in Poland. The State Forests'
nurseries grow seedlings not only for forest districts, but also for the private owners of forests and allotments.
MNatural regencration is practised wherever possibla.

OTHER
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from containersed
production (using

a covered root system)
nurseries grow more than
50 million seedlings.
Containerised production =
makes it possible to shorten l.l )f'.".

the production oycie to 1 year
{ecept for firk

approx ¢ ()() million

seedlings
are produced each year — :
by the Stato Forests from field production
{u=ing a bare-root
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| specal
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1752 ha 380 T

area of forest total number
nurseries of nurseries



The Forests in numbers

HOW MUCH DO WE RENEW?
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In good hands

Fighting fire
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After Portugal and Spain, Poland is third in terms of the number
of forest fires that ooour in BEuropean forests. However, in terms
of bumed area, the country is in fourteenth place. This means that
the fires that start in Poland are considerably smaller in scalo — lsh 131
becausa they are extinguished quickly — than those occuring Spain ik At
m other European couninies.
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The Forests in numbers

CAUSES OF HRES MONTHS WITH THE GREATEST FIRE RISK 20.1%
In siate forests, Forests under all ownership types, 2022 e S

2022 o of s) s

34.9% 0.7%

arson redgniton

1.4%

nahrad

Causes

17.0%

When a forest is &t risk of fire, forosions
constantly monitor the moisture contont of the
tree litter in order to be able to respond to amy
danger as quickly as possible. When fighting
fire, every minute counts.

MAINTAINED BY THE STATE FORESTS

In 2022
mare than [ AP S more thn =N
3 100 km | 38 km 16000 ka
mainenance was camed approx. B8 an an area n excess of
out on more than 3 100 km of new firebreaks 16 D00 ha was deared
of frebreats wiere established of flammable biomass
=3 900
matural
vvala & o
[ =) @) 2 ;
— f"ﬂ)—r—r —-'.1"‘3 Ll artificial
330 1300 > 4800
patrol cars water intake points brydrants

Sowres Forest Fires in Europe, the Middie East and North Africa, 2021, Repaort on the Condition of Forests in Poland, 2072; Siatistics Poland (GUS)



For nature

Forests make it possible to preserve biodiversity. They reduce the
guantity of carbon dioxide, protect water resources, help prevent
floods, and secure soils against erosion. They are home to thousands
of spacies of flora and fauna. It is no accident that this valuable natural

resource is most often protected in foresis.
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Source: Report on the Condition of Polish Foresis, 2007



The Forests in numbers

Ever older

The average age of forests is gradually increasing, as is the proportion
of the oldast stands, which are more than 100 years ofld.

proportion of stands
AVERAGE AGE OF TREES over 100 years old
IN STATE FORESTS in the State Forests
19 vears—— o 61 years— 202
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21.8%
water-protecting
PROTECTIVE e / 0
FORESTS H.-T".au 7 3.{] ,-";)
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|| defensive
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commercial
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Sources: Repor on the Condition of Polish Forests, 3032;
Mational Forest Inventory (WISL)



For nature

Bursting with life

The populations of mamny wild animals, for which the foresis
prowvide refuge, are INCreasing year on yoar

i) 202 700
.+ DEER ]
POPULATIONS a e
OF SELECTED ANIMAL = 17500 =180 200
SPECIES HE — 117
2000 2000 2022 2000 2010 2022
iz 508 33 213
WOLE : r ﬂ ’_..-.. o
70 o100 = B100
2000 2010 2022 2000 2010 2022 2000 2010 2022
THE STATE FORESTS
OPERATE display enclosures for various species of animals,
including Polish bison, Polish konik horses,
capercaiilies, pond turties, owls and other birds

14

Sources: Siatistics Poland (EUSE Report on the Condition of Polish Forests, 2007



of envionmental care. For this reason, since the 1990s, the State Forests has®
implemented small-scale retention programmes. Excess water is collected

nmﬂmﬂmﬂuﬂhmﬂn Tumlmlﬂ::‘

lﬁﬂ 700 na

of the State Forests stands
spedal protection




For people

Tourism facilities

State foresis are open to all and are becoming an increasingly
popular destination for trips and excursions. Foresters have prepared
and continue to develop the tourist infrastruciure in forests to make
them easy to enjoy.

FOR TOURISTS, FORESTERS
HAVE PREPARED:

12

campsites

600 000 ha gy
of sites forming part of the
Stay Overmight in the Forest
project



IN STATE FORESTS
THERE ARE:

1 300 I (.
A

3700 I )
590 I 7 ) sodenys

230 . 5]

Learning about
the forests

Public forestry education is cne of the priorities
of the State Forests. The State Forests” educational

programmes are aimed at children, teenagers and adulis,

as well as people with disabilities. Their overall goal is
to disseminate knowledge about the forest environment
and forest management

FOREST EDUCATION FACILITIES USED
BY THE STATE FORESTS:

ad 850 210

forest education educational trails forest education
centres {for teaching purposes) [DOMTES
182 1762 4008
educational sheliers learming other
(known as grean poirts facilities
classrooms)
2 Approximately 3.6 million people took part
[
- in various educational activiies organised

% by foresters in 2022

Source: Report on the Condition of Polish Forests, 2022,
Report on the educatonsl actimties of the State Forests, 2022
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The forest ereates jobs

The State Forests is one of Poland's largest employers.
Buit the forest and = imber also provide a living for the
employees of several thousand forest services entorprs-
es, which are commissioned to plant and care for trees,
harvest and remove imber, and many other things.
Primarily, though, the forest provides work for the people
empioyed by the thousands of companies in the wood,
furmiture and paper indusiries.

THEY HAVE WORK THANKS
TO THE FORESTS

LAAARAARRARAAARAARAL,
' fit

The timber supphed by the Siate Foresis has a huge

impact on the development of the Polish economy. In fact,
the timber indusby generates 2.3% of Polish GDP.

The anmual value of imber products exported by Poland
iz 10.9 billion Euro, which accounts for approximately 3%
of all Polish exports.




The perfect raw material

ANNUAL PAPER USAGE
PER CAPITA PER CAPITA
04w 3D kg
=90 ‘World
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A renewable resource

In Poland, imbeor is a natural resource, which is completely renowable. This is guaranteed by the E




The Forests in numbers

Even though timber has been a part of people’s lives for thousands S g B
of yoars, it remains one of the most important raw materiaks. Today E

it is the first choice of discriminating consumers. The more modem

and developed an economy is, the more timber it needs.

material, and is used on a gigantic scale. It forms




One hundred vears of the State Forests

The State Forests was established in 1924, which is a long time on the scale of modern Polish history:
Workd War I, three different political systems, and several generations of Poles. Yet this is not a long time
in the life of a forest: sometimes less than just one generation of trees. This is why, In the work of foresters,
as in no other profession, the saying about working for future generations is so true. Trees planted today
will be nurtured for soveral decades, and aftor a contury or so they will make way for a younger generation
trees and serve as a valuable raw material.

[ ] ik () ']
1924 1930 1936
28 Juno The Exparimental Linit Decree on state forest
Chdinance of the of the State Forests management, which
President of the {now the Forest finalised the structure
Republic of Poland Ressarch Insfitute) and scope of powers
on the statute of the is established and responsibilities of
Polish State Forests the State Forests
enterprise
30 December
Ordinance of the
President of the
Republic of Poland on
the organisation of state
forest administration

LH]H LHTE] 1923 Mid-1930s
SsS =

1926 1933

Adam Loret, who later The Foresters”
became director general Milizary Training
of the State Forests, Organisation is
becomes the government established
represeniative for state

forest affairs

The importance of forest management is not restricted only
Lo the economic side of national life. Forests possess mam
olher ivreplaceable properties for the countrs. We need
only mention their influence on the elimate. on seil moisture

amd protection, and on health. Only the state. as an owner.
i= capable through rational management of the forests of
bringing oul all of the economie. natural and cultural
benefits that Mow Feom them for the country.

Adam Loret
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to that of a state enterpriso

1968 1991
Ordinance of the Council The State Forests

of Ministers changing the Mational Forest Holding
status of the State Forests receives a new statute

1989 2004
The Ministry of the Adoption of the
Emvironment, Mature Conservation
MNatural Resources Act, which concems,
and Forestry is among other things,
established Poland's implemen-
tation of the Natura
2000 programme
i
1939 1945 196065
1955 1975 1991 2001 2024
The Ministry of Forestry, Reorganisation Adoption of Adoption of The State
which takes over of the State the curent the Act on the Forests
supenvision of the state Forests Forast Act Presanvation of MNational
forests, is established administration the Mational Forest
Character of Haolding
Poland's celebrates
Strategic its 100th
Mational anniversary
Resources
¥ YEARS
1981
The forestry section of the Sofidarity |
]l’iﬂ movement signs the Sekocin
x Agreement with the Dapartment of 1924—-2024
August Forestry and the Timber Industry;
In Lubfin, the Ganeral the agreement sats the main Statﬂ FI'JI'ES'I:S F'Dlﬂl'ld
Directorate of the State directions for essential changes in
Forests resumes the organisation and managemeant
operations of the forest economy

Sourmes Foresiry Statistcs 1997-2007; Feport on the Condition of Polish Forosts, 2002
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